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Aiming the fusion of chemistry and life science
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Where did you go to, if I may ask? said Thorin to Gandalf as they rode along.
‘To look ahead, said he. ‘And what brought you back in the nick of time?’
‘Looking behind,” said he.”

—J.RR Tolkien. The Hobbit or There and Back again

“e

It is highly possible that we have not talked directly but let me tell you a little bit about me. I was born in Bogota,
Colombia. The capital of my country is located at 2640m above sea level on the Andes, the longest continental mountain
range in the world which goes from the South in Argentina through 7 countries until Colombia and Venezuela, the
Colombian Andes divide into three branches, the capital was built by the Spanish conquerors in an enormous flat region at
this high altitude of the East branch. Contrary to what most foreigners expect it is not a warm city, precisely due to its
location its average temperature is 14.5 °C varying from 6 to 19 °C which I find like Kanazawa ~ s autumn, and because it
is near the Ecuador that is the average temperature during the whole year. I have experienced lower temperatures there
though, but it's nothing that a hot and sweet beverage such as an “Agua de panela” or a cocoa, or a “café con leche” (ves,
coffee milk) cannot solve, especially when I spent most of my life with my family which made every day warmer -

I studied medicine in the “Universidad Militar Nueva Granada” for 6 years. Then I worked as a general practitioner and
it was amazing, I understood what was to be helpful, to make somebody else’s pain softer, not just by prescribing medicine
but by listening and understanding--- Nevertheless, the impact of my actions was not enough, regardless how hard we tried,
the bad news of diseases without a definitive treatment always was there--+ That was one of the factors that motivated me
to jump into the research field-: I could choose to do this jump in my country, or Mexico, or Chile, or the USA which are
at least nearer, or Spain where they speak the same language, or any other country in Europe whose culture is more similar
to mine- - but due to my interest and admiration for many aspects of Japan since an early age, I applied to a MEXT
scholarship to study a graduate course, and after a long process which took more than one year, I was accepted by Gotoh
Sensei at the Cancer Cell Biology Division of this Institute where I completed my Master's course thanks to the professors
at the lab on 2020's February. During this time besides all the new knowledge that I could learn I also joined the Archery
club at the university (although I could not go frequently and I was bad at it, it was funl), I traveled to different places in
Japan (I loved Hiroshima), I started to learn to play traverse flute onlinel And I also kept one of my oldest hobbies, drawing.

When I was about to go back home, the coronavirus pandemic broke any plan that anybody including myself could have
.-+ However, my professors kindly guided me, and I could join Matsumoto Sensei's laboratory as a researcher. I am taking
this chance to learn more, I have so much to learn and
everybody at this laboratory has taught to me different
techniques, they have given me more opportunities to
improve, and I will be always thankful for this:-- I am still
thinking about the next step in my life, I look behind and try
to understand the path that took me here and I look again
and there’s no more than my steps along with the steps of
my family, friends, and professors and I can't avoid feeling
happy and nostalgic; then I look forward and I realize that
even we make plans, there are things that we cannot control
and that some may look very difficult but depending on the

perspective, they may be a chance to improve--- What will be
the next step? Well, that is a topic for a future chapter in
Bogota D.C, view from Mount Monserrate (3.152 meters above sea level).

=
“Newsletter”. Thanks for reading until here. ’
g Photo by Carlos Daniel Contreras Jaimes.
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