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On behalf of the Kanazawa University Cancer Research Institute, it gives me great pleasure to welcome you to our 50th
Anniversary International Symposium.

Established in 1967, our Institute's First Director was Dr. Hajime Okamoto who developed Picibanil, a widely used
anti-cancer drug. Over the past 50 years, the Institute has evolved to be an important node of cancer research in Japan,
making important contributions to basic and clinical research. In 2011, the Institute was commissioned by the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) to be a Joint Usage Research Center on Metastasis and Drug
Resistance. Our current research focuses on cancer stem cells and the tumor microenvironment for the discovery of novel
molecular therapeutic targets. To accomplish its goals, the Institute aim to generate state-of-the-art cancer models through
cutting-edge technologies, such as genetically engineered mice, patient-derived xenograft and molecular imaging.

Looking ahead to the next 50 years, we aspire to be a premier research organization recognized internationally for its
integration of strong basic cancer research with expedient clinical application. To realize this ambition, we plan cultivate a
strong team to capture the strengths of emerging disciplines, such as nanotechnology, bioengineering, artificial intelligence
and medical genomics. We strongly believe that the key to unlocking these potentials lies in the valuable collaborations with
experts in each field. We shall build a path to the future of life science and a new era of cancer treatment in which
malignant diseases are completely curable.

It is my sincere wish that during this symposium, you would immerse yourselves in the outstanding presentations by
our speakers, who are our international research partners and esteemed experts in cancer biology and medicine. May this
symposium present a unique opportunity for all participants to broaden our alliance - nationally and internationally - in our
battle against cancer.

ﬁ YAl Aisushi Hirao, MD, PhD.
[ ]

Director General, Cancer Research Institute, Kanazawa University
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