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Kickoff Symposium for
the "MEXT Promotion of Development of a Joint Usage/Research System
Project: Coalition of Universities for Research Excellence Program (CURE)"”

On February 21, 2024, the Kickoff Symposium for the "MEXT Promotion of Development
of a Joint Usage/Research System Project: Coalition of Universities for Research Excellence
Program (CURE)” was held grandly at Hotel Kanazawa.

This innovative program seeks to extend healthy life expectancy and promote the
integration of different fields to address the problem of the super-aging society facing our
country. The goal of this project, which started in 2023 and involves the Cancer Research
Institute, Kanazawa University as the applicant, along with the Institute of Development,
Aging and Cancer, Tohoku University, the Research Institute for Microbial Diseases, Osaka
University, and the Institute for Advanced Biosciences, Keio University, is to link research
fields such as aging, cancer, inflammation, and metabolism to expand scientific horizons.
As the first year of the 10-year long-term project, the kickoff symposium was organized
with the main theme of "Formation of a Collective Intelligence Platform for Extending
Healthy Life Expectancy" as the cornerstone for the project's future rapid expansion. The
79 participants, including faculty members, graduate students, and even undergraduate
students, engaged in a lively Q&A session and exchange of opinions on each presentation,
showing great expectations for this program.

Seven leading researchers from each institute introduced the latest research results on
"Interactions between cancer cells and glial cells," "Role of amino acid transporters in
breast cancer," "Aging biology through epitranscriptome,” "Relationship between cell aging
and intestinal bacteria," "Homeostatic mechanisms of hematopoietic stem cells," "Vascular
cancer microenvironment," and "Environmental stress response and sulfur metabolism."
These studies have the potential to contribute to the control of cancer progression,
elucidation of aging mechanisms, extension of healthy life expectancy, and development
of disease treatments, and each was very exciting, using innovative approaches across
diverse areas of life sciences. Many participants may have realized once again that "Healthy
Life Span Science," which is defined by a complex interplay of various factors such as
lifestyle-related diseases including cancer, aging, chronic inflammation, metabolic
abnormalities, genetics, and the environment, is a research field that symbolizes the 215t
century and requires the development of interdisciplinary fields through cross-disciplinary
collaboration and hub formation.

This symposium provided a valuable opportunity to strengthen the network of research
institutes that have been cultivated to date and to form a platform of "Collective
Intelligence" that brings together in-depth medical and biological knowledge on aging-
related diseases such as cancer and the aging phenomenon itself to understand the
maintenance of homeostasis in the body, which has a significant impact on healthy life
expectancy. We would like to express our sincere appreciation to all the participants and
those who helped organize the symposium.

(Writer: JOHMURA Y., February 27, 2024)
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Explanation of Project Outline
by SUZUKI Takeshi, Director General

HIRATA Eishu, Associate Professor SAITO Yasuhiro, Associate Professor
Kanazawa University Keio University

WEI Fan-Yan, Professor KAWAMOTO Shinpei, Associate Professor
Tohoku University Osaka University
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TADOKORO Yuko, Assistant Professor MURAMATSU Fumitaka, Assistant Professor
Kanazawa University Osaka University

MOTOHASHI Hozumi, Professor
Tohoku University
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